
320 East Gutierrez Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
Phone: (805) 965-8591 
Laura Finlay 
lfinlay@unitedwaysb.org 

 

A United Way of Santa Barbara County 
Power of PartnershipTM Project 

www.unitedwaysb.org/ufl 

Volunteers 
 Recruitment 
 Training 
 Placement 
 Evaluation 

Family & Neighborhood Engagement 
 Neighborhood Events 
 Wireless community sessions at local coffee 

shops 
 Reading enhancement services for employees at 

work or home 
Reading Optimization 

 Teacher and volunteer manual 
 Incentives 
 Informational website 

UWSBC  Leveraging Services 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Are you interested in spending more time as a  
volunteer?  Do you have a special interest in helping 
children improve their reading skills?    
 
If so, consider volunteering with us.  We are looking 
for compassionate, enthusiastic and fun-loving    
individuals of all  experience levels who  are willing to 
dedicate a couple of hours every week or two with the 
children in UFL. 
 
We are looking for: 

 After School Aides 
 Incentive Coordinators 

To volunteer, visit www.volunteerSBC.org 

Power Reading 

Power Reading is a literacy building program that 
currently incorporates two accelerated, internet-based, 
highly customized silent reading improvement 
programs: 
 

 Lexia Reading (pre-k to 3rd grade level readers 
or struggling readers) develops foundational 
reading skills necessary for success (phonics, 
basic vocabulary, automaticity/word recognition, 
and comprehension). 

 

2) Reading Plus (3rd grade-Adult learners) builds 
reading fluency, comprehension, speed, and 
vocabulary skills. 

 

3) Virtual Reading Summer Camp  a summer 
learning program for students and families 
without access to summer school to improve 
literacy from home 

 

Results show that on average students increase 2 
reading grade levels in just 30 sessions of 45 minutes 
each!  

 

Power Reading Highlights 
Online lessons available 24/7 from any location 
Assessment & reports available daily & cumulatively 
 Improves: Phonological skills, Comprehension, Speed, 

Vocabulary 
 Integration & State standardized 
 Identifies & detects eye movement problems  
 Power Reading is an important part of our  award-

winning Fun In The Sun (FITS) program. 
 

Power Math 

Power Math is an accelerated math improvement 
program for grades K-6. Power Math currently uses the 
internet-based DreamBox software and has achieved 
great success at four pilot schools and United Way’s Fun 
in the Sun program. 

3. Online Literacy Programs 

Recipient of the 2012  
Na onal Excellence in 
Summer Learning Award! 



2. Access to Books 1. Parent Engagement What is United For Literacy? 

Since 1923 United Way of Santa Barbara County has 
worked closely in partnership with schools and 
programs in our community to improve educational 
success. 
  
After spending 2007-2009 asking thousands of Santa 
Barbara County residents and organizations what ten-
year goals they wanted for Santa Barbara, the top 
response was “Education Improvement.”  
 
As a result of the asking and research, United For 
Literacy (UFL)  was created to provide a new multi-
pronged set of services and partnerships designed to 
improve high school graduation rates.   

 Increase on-time graduation rates by 50% 
 

 Increase students reading at or above grade 
level in every grade by 50% 

United for Literacy 

Parent Engagement 
bornlearning™ 
Parent Empowerment™ 
Easy ESL™ 

Access to Books 
Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library™ 

My Books™ 

Bornlearning 

Imagine if every child had five years of education before 
kindergarten. That is what United Way and its partners 
are promoting with bornlearning™. 

The bornlearning™ engagement campaign is built on 
three cornerstones: awareness, education, and action. 

bornlearning™ provides parents of prenatal to three year 
olds with the tools of how to make every day moments 
become teachable moments and reinforce the 
perception and reality of parents as teachers. 

Parent Empowerment 

The goal of Parent Empowerment classes is to improve 
parenting skills in two areas: positive interactions, 
including methods of discipline with children, and 
support of cognitive and language development in early 
learning.  
 

Easy ESL 

Easy ESL helps 
parents of all levels 
and all languages 
learn English.  

 

Using video to 
create a highly 

instructional language immersion approach, Easy ESL  is 
a comprehensive curriculum that includes video based 
courses, 1,000s of student worksheets, teacher guides, 
quizzes, tests and supplemental materials. All are 
correlated to TESOL, CASAS, BEST Plus and many state 
standards and can be used to help users further their 
education or careers. 

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library 

Did you know  61% of low income families have no age 
appropriate books at home for their children? Our goal 
is to ensure that every child entering kindergarten has 
the tools to succeed. 
 
United Way of Santa Barbara County, in Partnership 
with Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library (DPIL), will 
provide a brand new, age appropriate book, every 
month from birth to kindergarten, for every family/
child in our county that is registered with the program.  

 
DPIL is a research-based 
approach to improve 
school success at an early 
age. It may sound simple, 
but reading regularly to 
young children improves 
future education success. 

 

My Books  

Having access to books and other educational 
resources during the summer months reinforces good 
learning habits and is critical to maintaining a child’s 
achievement level.  

My Books packs are designed to keep kids reading all 
year long. The program supports the new Common 
Core State Standards by providing students with access 
to varied texts and writing prompts, resources that 
help bridge grade level transition expectations, and 
parent support tools.  

United Way 10 Year Education Goals 

Online Literacy Programs 

Power Reading™ 
Lexia™ 
Reading Plus™ 
Virtual Reading 

Summer Camp™ 

Power Math™ 
DreamBox Math™ 


