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The final minutes a8 the way
pnodhyes and bugs a8 the end of die day
happens. This is che Merit Program 3t
* the Music Acadeny of the West.
' i The Merit program is a summer
program held st the Music Academy of
. the Wesc near the Santa Barbaiz Zoo:
Mirin srands for “Music Educarion
feinforces Inrellect and Talent™. The

e ey summer tioe for veoweeks.

. Pupils 6f the program et 9100 a.m.
ending at 300 pon. in the afeiboon.
Auditioning i required 1o enver this
program. This program js fisr musicians
whis wish 1w improve their dlls on their
insrrument. Mot enly 1o learn now
camceprs and skills at chis program, but
to make friends and have fun. Fricodly
mentors are chosen to reach the
seuclenes 1o Improve their ways on their
inscrument. Lunch ks provided ar 12:00
pum. fur students and ends at 1:00 pm, 7
In the afternoon master clasaes are held, -
far the young smusicians m audic older

When 1 was assigned to my mentor, T was cager yei shiy w0

sudents’ performances. One o ane Mentor feskons are also et him:Over tie weeks, T lesraed a ot from him. T learned

available, for snadents wha want 1o work on ir assigned sume wew rechniques, bowings, and fingering, He helped me

piece o1 solo piece. The Merit Program plans 2 great schedule to fix with a ot of probleans, and | made progress. Wha |

for stany inerested students. © ehink of my mentor s thar be's § really helpful and excellent
My name &5 Leland a0 1 am a vialinist and have played reacher v me. He miskes me feel more confident re this day.

for 7 % years. | was a parsicipant of the Merit Program fass Warching athers play was a sight v vee. Bach day, 1 would

summer, | am currently 2 Sch grader in Junior High. and 1 0 o st chasses g warch other pupils streading the Music
also play the Alte-Saxophane. L am prosendy 2 member ofthe  Acadeny play. Dwould Bstea dlosely oo the music, and hear
Sints Rarbars ¥outh Symphony, and the Meric Evenided Year  how thoy pha | bl Jearmied some shills or echniques that the

Reund program. purfi ed o play et s il learning eally
The experience at the Summer Merit program was full of  had made me sprove my # iriliiene:
color and fveliness, Playing with others, leaming from my darsical bt o
svenion, watchi il msster classes, and making tiow Fricnds were In the end; T gained e
ali part of everyday activities. Each day was planned to be an Playing with the athers pucticipans was
! advenrure filled with challenges and fun. Listening earefully ro my mintor made me 2 betrer wiolin,
i Working with others was @ great experientce foor e, It player by the end of the rve weeks. Waiching others play
| aught me thar weamwork was the main key 1o make good inspired me 10 keep on playing classical mssic. The Merit
| mvusie. [ was assigned 1o a Mozt Clariser Guinia group. Program has made a suceessful indent in my riasical career.

There were five of s frst wiolin, secobd vielin, viols, cella,
and clarinee, I iy group, we always supported and helped
each other cut when there was 3-conflict. We'd mlk aboue pur
awts mistakes, and fix them scomdingly Wewould bew
excited, if we all played well. bnteracring wity others Brelped me
1o reatine thar Tam pare of the group.
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