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2013 was a great year for the national award winning Fun
in the Sun (FITS) summer learning and enrichment program. FITS was

awarded the National Excellence in Summer Learning Award by the National
Summer Learning Association, an affiliate of Johns Hopkins University.
Beginning on June 21, 2013 and ending on August 9, 2013, FITS served 238
children and approximately 150 parents at four different sites. FITS spanned
from Carpinteria to Goleta, with sites at Girls Inc. in Carpinteria, Franklin
Elementary School, La Cumbre Jr. High, and El Camino Elementary school.
For the first time, FITS piloted an 8 day fall program at Cleveland Elementary
School reaching even more students. During their fall intersession, 48
Cleveland students and 68 parents got to experience the program. FITS at
Cleveland Elementary School served the most academically and socially at risk
students, who, according to Cleveland Elementary School’s principal Cynthia
White, made “dramatic improvements in a short period of time because of this

22nd Day of Caring
United Way of Santa
Barbara County

On Saturday, September
28, 2013 United Way of Santa
Barbara County (UWSBC)
planned and coordinated the
22nd Annual Day of Caring
volunteer event. At 8 a.m.
volunteers gathered at the Ben
Page Youth Center and enjoyed
the Albertsons’ Kick Off
Breakfast.
At the kick-off, the Dos
Pueblos Drumline marched
into Ben Page Center followed
by the Santa Barbara City
College Cheer Squad to
rally volunteers and create
excitement. First District
Supervisor Salud Carbajal said
a few heartfelt and encouraging
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Fun in the Sun Scholar and Program Leader at Goleta Pier during a Fishing Field Trip

program.” FITS is a summer learning and enrichment program which seeks
to improve the academic, social, behavioral and life skills of each participant
(children and parents,) while reducing and reversing summer learning
loss, which research shows accounts for two thirds of the achievement gap
separating income groups by the ninth grade. The award winning program
continued on page 3
offers participants a fun, safe and supportive learning
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22nd Annual Day of Caring
Continued from page 1

words to the volunteers, followed by the San Marcos
High School Madrigals performing the National
Anthem. From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. volunteers helped local
non-profit agencies with “hands-on” work assignments.

Over 1,500 volunteers participated, including
young people from local schools, families, churches,
community service groups and workplaces at over 45
sites across the Tri-counties. The largest team for the 4th
year in a row was Santa Barbara City College, led by Lisa
Lopez. Some of the largest work sites included Goleta
Valley Beautiful at San Marcos High School, Alpha
Resource Center, Santa Barbara City College, Shoreline
Park and Angels Bearing Gifts. Projects varied between
landscape work, planting, painting, habitat restoration
and office work throughout Carpinteria, Santa Barbara,
Goleta, and Santa Ynez. The work that was done in
just four hours equals more than $260,000 worth of
improvements to the Santa Barbara Community.
Save the date for next year’s Day of Caring: Saturday,
September 20th, 2014.

David Prichard, Bank of America, and Fred Burrows, Merrill Lynch, at the
Westside Community Center

Thank you to our 2013 Day of Caring Sponsors!
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Fun in the Sun Expands!

2013- 2014 Board
of Directors
Board Ofﬁcers

John Hanna - Board Chair

Continued from page 1

environment with a daily emphasis on literacy including reading, writing
and math. Afternoon enrichment opportunities include activities in STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math), service learning
projects, dance, career and college readiness, and field trips throughout the
community.

Retired Executive
Diane B. Doiron, CLU - Vice Chair
Doiron Financial Associates
Joe Holland - Vice Chair
County of Santa Barbara
G. Paul Didier, CFF, MBA - Secretary
United Way of Santa Barbara County
Rick. W. Scott - Chief Financial Officer
Cancer Center of Santa Barbara
Tom Thomas - Immediate Past Board Chair
Retired Executive

Utilizing the strengths of over 60+ public and private partners, FITS
provides participants a unique experience that no other program can offer.
James Armstrong - City of Santa Barbara
Participants received a wide variety of lessons including: dance lessons,
David Cash, Ed.D. - SB School District
financial literacy presentations, and hands on STEAM activities, just to name
a few. With an emphasis on career and college development, participants
Lance Connor - Reliable Engineering Service
gained real world, hands on experience from their multiple field trips
Henry Dubroff - Paciﬁc Coast Business Times around the community and with Lunch Bunch. Lunch Bunch is a unique
volunteer mentorship opportunity where FITS kids get to eat lunch, talk, and
Blas Garza - Cal Lutheran University
play with local professionals, expanding
Lori Gaskin - Santa Barbara City College their horizons to possible future careers.
During the summer, 42 businesses and
Renee Grubb - Village Properties
organizations and approximately 485
John Karbula - Solvang School District
professionals participated in Lunch
Bunch.
George Leis - Union Bank
FITS is the oldest and largest public/
Cliff Lundberg - Westmont College
private partnership in the area, delivering
Bob Montgomery - Montgomery Vineyards comprehensive programming geared
Mike Nissenson - Community Volunteer toward improving children’s social and
academic performance. FITS is successful
Mike Noling - Community Volunteer
because of thoughtful and intentional
partnerships. United Way is proud and
David Prichard - Bank of America
excited to see FITS continue to grow and
Ron Werft - Cottage Health System
impact the lives of more children and
their families every year. We are excited to Cleveland Students at Fun in the Sun
John Wigle - AGIA Insurance Services
see what the future holds for Fun in the Sun!

Board Members
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17th Annual Red Feather Ball
Honoring the 2013 Abercrombie Community Excellence Award Recipients
the 17th annual red feather Ball welComed

the winter season. The guests walked into winter elegance
with ‘snow’ covered trees in the auction room, a grand sleigh,
and a shimmering chandelier centering the ballroom.
Over 300 people were in attendance at this year’s event,
making it one of the most attended Red Feather Balls in
its seventeen year history. Debby Davison came out of
retirement to host the gala event with her charm and good
humor.
United Way’s Red Feather Ball supports the National
Award Winning program, Fun in the Sun and the United for
Literacy Initiative. This year, close to $300,000 was raised
to support program scholarships. This event recognizes
the outstanding contributions of a local individual and an
organization. This year, Anne Smith Towbes and Hutton
Parker Foundation were honored with the 2013 Abercrombie
Community Excellence Awards to showcase all they have
done for the Santa Barbara community.
Michael Towbes and Honoree Anne Smith Towbes
Tim Marquez, CEO of Venoco Inc. presented the award to
Hutton Parker Foundation, which was accepted by Tom Parker, President, and his wife Sue Parker. Mr. Parker spoke
of the importance of giving and investing in the community, while mentioning his involvements with United Way of
Santa Barbara County in reaching the community ten-year goals. He also gave thanks to his colleagues Pamela Lewis,
Executive Director, and Robyn Parker, Program Associate.
Anne Smith Towbes was presented her award by her dear friend and the event host, Debby Davison. Debby gave
a timeline of Anne’s childhood to present day, speaking highly of all she has done for the people around her. Anne
accepted her award by surprising
her family and the guests with a
song. Anne asked the audience to
join her in singing “Reach Out and
Touch Somebody’s Hand,” which
she believed was fitting for the
theme of the night. The program
came to an end with guests
holding each others’ hands and
singing together, displaying an act
of community togetherness.
We would like to thank our
Chair Peter MacDougall for his
help in creating such a successful
event.
For pictures of the event, please
visit www.uwsbc.smugmug.com.
(back) Mary Ellen Tiffany, Stephanie Slosser, Chuck Slosser, Karen Kerns, Jeff Kerns, and Jim Neuman
(front) Honoree Tom Parker, Tim Marquez, Bernadette Marquez, Sue Parker, and Sue Neuman
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You’ve Earned it, Now Protect and Preserve it!
it’s an amaZing faCt that two out of
three ameriCans do not haVe a will.

Unfortunately, some people feel they don’t own
enough property to require planning. While there may
be many reasons for not having a will, there are plenty
more reasons why we should all have one. When we
remember a will is not for us, but for the ones we love,
it becomes easier to take the steps to create a lasting
plan.
You may be interested to know that Abraham
Lincoln, Sonny Bono, James Dean and Andrew
Jackson all died without a will. In one of the more
legendary cases, a judge ruled Howard Hughes died
without a will and his $2.5 billion estate was split
among 22 relatives, even though one person claimed
to have found Howard Hughes’ will on a church
desk, and another said the will was found in a Nevada
gas station. Planning for the future may seem like
a daunting task. However, new technology makes
planning easier than ever before. Our planned giving
website includes a valuable tool, an online Wills
Planner that can help you organize your plans before
you meet with your attorney.
To get started, visit our website at www.
unitedwaysb.org/giftplanning and click on “Plan
Your Will.”
continued on page 6

THE BENEFITS OF HAVING A
WILL

• You determine your wishes and not a
judge who doesn’t know you.
• You can avoid estate tax by making
sure your priorities are met and not
the government’s.
• You can care for your family and
favorite causes beyond your lifetime.
• You have the peace of mind knowing
your life’s work does not end with an
unforeseen event.

You Are Never

TOO
YOUNG
To Need a Will
or Trust!
Steve Ortiz, United Way Director of Development & Marketing, and
wife Amber welcoming their new baby girl Isabella
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United For Financial Empowerment
The 2013 Tax Season is Kicking Off!
United For Financial Empowerment (UFFE) is a Community
partnership led by United Way of Santa Barbara County. The partnership

serves
thousands of low income families, providing them with financial education and
resources. UFFE’s multi pronged approach seeks to improve the lives of low income
families through financial education, savings programs and tax benefits:
1. Establish and Maintain Emergency Savings Account (ESA): clients start an ESA 		
		
and contribute some amount of money each payday with an initial goal of $1,000.
2. Financial Literacy Education: clients attend and graduate from bilingual, IRS-			
		
approved community financial literacy programs.
3. Reduce Debt: clients learn and practice ways to reduce debt.
4. Increase Your ESA: encourage clients to increase their investment equal to three to six months of living expenses.
5. Retirement Savings: open, fund, and maintain an IRA with 5-15% of income every payday.
6. Tax Improvement: maximize credits and deductions, eliminate tax preparation costs by using Volunteer Income Tax
		
Assistance and Senior Tax Assistance.
7. College and Career Savings Plans: create, fund, and maintain a college and/or career tax-deferred 529 or Coverdell
		
account for you, a spouse, children, or grandchildren for community college, technical/vocational schools, four		
year colleges, or other qualified providers.
This year, families seeking free tax preparation through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program will
also have access to personalized support from local financial institutions
and other community services. UFFE’s goal is to help families build assets,
so they can become financially stable.
Last year, the UFFE partnership prepared taxes for over 2,700 families
county-wide, each earning less than $53,000 per year, bringing $4.7
million back to the community. For a complete updated list of the VITA
sites for this year and more information, please go to our website at www.
unitedwaysb.org/taxes.
If you would like to volunteer with VITA or get your taxes done for free,
please
visit our website at www.unitedwaysb.org/taxes.
VITA clients filling out their tax preparation forms

You’ve Earned it, Now Protect it and Preserve it!
Continued from page 5

If you do not already have an account, please create one so that you may begin planning your will. Once you enter
the Wills Planning Center, you will be asked to answer a series of questions about your family, your estate, and goals
using our secure server. The program will gather all of the information your attorney needs to help you create your
estate plan. The benefit of using an online planning account is that you can come back again and again to update your
information for future planning.
Your estate plan reflects your values and allows you to carry on those values even beyond your lifetime. By making
a charitable designation in your will to United Way of Santa Barbara, you will join our group of elite philanthropists
known as the Heritage Club. If you have already named United Way in your estate plan, please let us know so that we
might thank you and recognize you for your thoughtful gift.
Planning for the future is easier than you think! If you have questions about using the online Wills Planner, or would
like assistance with your planning decisions, please contact Judy Goodbody, Gift Planning Services Officer at (805)
965-8591 ext. 120 or email jgoodbody@unitedwaysb.org.
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Young Leader of the Year
Paciﬁc Coast 40 under 40 Award Dinner
ALEX KOPER WAS HONORED ON OCTOBER 21ST, 2013 AS THE 6TH
annual Young Leader of the Year for excelling in his line of business,

philanthropic activities and involvement with United Way.
Through his involvement with Bank of America’s campaign team, Alex was
able to secure many lead sponsorships for United Way programs. Since his
involvement with YLS, Alex has completed over 300 hours of volunteer and
community service through UWSBC’s Fun in the Sun Lunch Bunch mentoring
program, Day of Caring, United We Read, and other YLS activities. He currently
serves as the Membership Chair for the YLS Executive Committee.
Alex Koper joined Bank of America six years ago. Since then, he has held
positions in the bank’s wealth management and home loans businesses and
Young Leader of the Year 2013: Alex Koper
within the banking center. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
Business Administration with a concentration in Finance from Cal Poly,
San Luis Obispo. Currently, Alex oversees a team that serves clients’
2013 -14 YLS
homeownership financing needs in 26 Los Angeles area bank branch
offices and multiple Home Loan Centers.
Executive Committee:
Alex has a passion for volunteerism and community and currently
Chair:
serves as the Co-Chair for Bank of America Community Volunteers for
San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura counties. His community
Sarkes Khachek
volunteer team at the bank has logged more than 25,000 volunteer hours/
Santa Barbara County
year in the tri-counties, consistently exceeding the company’s goal. In
Association of Governments
addition, Alex is part of Bank of America’s Market President leadership
Immediate Past Chair:
team in Santa Barbara and Ventura counties and sits on the Sponsorship
Committee, helping the bank to determine how to best serve the needs of Amber Ortiz
non-profits in the community.
Union Bank
Alex and his wife, Amanda, love giving back to their local
General Members:
community. This year, they welcomed their first child, a baby boy.
Eric Bravo
Edward Jones

United We Bowl

Fundraiser Bowl-A-Thon for United We Read
oVer 100 indiViduals partiCipated in a Challenge
Bowl-a-thon on November 15, 2013 at Zodo’s Bowling &

Beyond. This fun event was filled with costumes, raffle prizes and
of course bowling. Over $3,600 was raised for United Way’s Young
Leaders Society’s 5th Annual “United We Read,” and other valuable
community programs. Teams included Union Bank, Bank of America,
CHASE, MacFarlane, Faletti & Co, and many more.
“United We Read,” scheduled to take place on February 28, 2014,
matches young professional volunteers with a class at local elementary
schools with the goal of engaging students to improve their enjoyment
of reading and reading ability. The young professionals read to the
students and donate books to the class or school’s library. The visit
is also a great opportunity for the students to learn about the young
professional’s career and education.
To learn, more visit www.unitedwelead.org

Bryce Corcoran
Bank of the West
David Duarte
MacFarlane, Faletti & Co.
Aaron Gilles
Village Properties
Alex Koper
Bank of America
Steve Ortiz
UWSBC
Kerstin Padilla
UWSBC
Dominique Samario
TVSB
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You’re Invited:
United For Literacy Open House
Please Join us for wine and hors
d’oeuvres
Meet the staﬀ, educators, and program partners
who are changing lives.
Have fun as you test and experience, Power Math
& Power Reading, our Common-Core Aligned
Educational Tools.

Wednesday, February 5, 2014
5-7PM
United Way Oﬃce
320 East Gutierrez Street
Please RSVP to Kerstin Padilla
kpadilla@unitedwaysb.org
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