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United Way of Santa Barbara County’s (UWSBC) Fun in the
Sun was awarded the 2012 National Excellence in Summer Learning Award!
UWSBC received this award at the National Summer
Learning Association’s (NSLA) annual conference
“Summer Changes Everything,” in Pittsburgh from
October 22-24th, 2012. At this conference, the
Fun in the Sun program was celebrated as the best
comprehensive summer learning program in the
country for low-income, at-risk youth. Hundreds
of education researchers, teachers, district
administrators, superintendents, and nonprofits
from urban landscapes, suburban backdrops to rural
communities and every municipality in between

21st Day of Caring
United Way of Santa
Barbara County organized

and hosted the 21st Annual
Day of Caring on September
15th, 2012. At 8 a.m. close to
1,700 volunteers gathered at
the Ben Page Youth Center
and enjoyed breakfast, which
was generously donated by
Albertson’s. The gym was set
up with tables and chairs by the
UCSB Volleyball Team led by
Rick McLaughlin for the 2nd
year in a row.
At the kick-off, the Dos
Pueblos Drumline marched
into Ben Page Center followed
by the Santa Barbara City
College Cheer Squad to
rally volunteers and create
continued on page 2

President & CEO Paul Didier and Sara Templeton, Community Impact Coordinator accepting
the award in Pittsburg

gathered together to review and share best practices in summer learning.
United Way of Santa Barbara County (UWSBC) knows that it takes the entire
community to make Fun in the Sun successful and is proud to share this honor
with the 70+ program partners who served 200 kids and 150 parents. Fun in
the Sun not only celebrates this award, but also celebrates that in summer 2012,
participants gained 2 reading grade levels, using UWSBC’s Power Reading
program! Fun in the Sun 2012 program expanded Science, Technology,

continued on page 3
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21st Annual Day of Caring
Continued from page 1

Campaign Chair and President of Business First Bank
rallied the crowd into a “Day of Caring” chant. The kickoff breakfast was closed by a high-energy Zumba routine
by local dance instructor Josette Roozen Tkacik, which
got everyone warmed up before heading out to do their
volunteer assignments.

Paul Didier, Mayor Helene Schneider, Event Coordinator Kerstin Padilla and
Congresswoman Lois Capps

excitement. Congresswoman Lois Capps said a few
heartfelt and encouraging words to the volunteers: “you
are a community united in caring, you inspire me!”
The San Marcos High School Madrigals performed
the National Anthem, and Mayor Helene Schneider
along with Joanne Funari, UWSBC’s Community

From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. volunteers helped local nonprofit agencies, schools and parks with “hands-on” work
assignments. Participants included young people from
local schools, families, churches, community service
groups and workplaces at over 50 sites across the Tricounties. The largest team for the 3rd year in a row was
Santa Barbara City College, led by Lisa Lopez, with over
200 volunteers.
Some of the largest sites included Bohnett Park,
Dos Pueblos High School (Goleta Valley Beautiful)
and Alpha Resource Center. Projects varied between
landscape work, planting, painting, habitat restoration
and office work throughout Carpinteria, Santa Barbara,
Goleta, and Santa Ynez. The work that was done in
just four hours equals to more than $275,000 worth of
improvements to the Santa Barbara Community.

Thank you to our 2012 Day of Caring Sponsors!
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Fun in the Sun Wins National Award

2012- 2013 Board
of Directors
Board Ofﬁcers

John Hanna - Board Chair
Retired Executive
Diane B. Doiron, CLU - Vice Chair
Doiron Financial Associates
Joe Holland - Vice Chair
County of Santa Barbara
G. Paul Didier, CFF, MBA - Secretary

Continued from page 1

Engineering, Arts, and Math (STEAM) programing to include Lego
Robotics, an activity which was a unanimous success with both staff and
students. During Lego Robotics, students enjoyed building simple machines
and operating them with wireless laptop computers while developing skills
in relevant subject areas. Even with all that has been accomplished for the
past 16 years, Fun in the Sun looks forward to even brighter summers to
come!
About NSLA & The National Excellence in Summer Learning Award:
NSLA is the preeminent national center that brings the best and
brightest educational research and ﬁeld practitioners together to discuss
and disseminate best practices, research, and evidence based instructional
strategies to help in closing the achievement gap through summer learning
programs. NSLA began at Johns Hopkins University in 1992.

United Way of Santa Barbara County
Rick. W. Scott - Chief Financial Officer
Cancer Center of Santa Barbara
Tom Thomas - Immediate Past Board Chair
Retired Executive

2012 Results

1. Reading Levels
Before Fun in the Sun, 100% of Reading Plus users were reading
below their grade level.

Board Members

James Armstrong - City of Santa Barbara
Gayle Beebe, Ph. D. - Westmont College
Thomas Brashears - Retired Executive
David Cash, Ph. D. - SB School District
Lance Connor - Reliable Engineering Service
Ron Cortez - University of California, SB
William Curtis - Sullivan Curtis Monroe
Henry Dubroff - Paciﬁc Coast Business Times

2. Average Reading Grade Level Increase

Joanne Funari - Business First Bank
Blas Garza - Cal Lutheran University
George Leis - Santa Barbara Bank & Trust
Bob Montgomery - Retired Sr. Law Partner
Mike Noling - Community Volunteer
David Prichard - Bank of America
Andreea Serban, Ph.D. Orange Coast Community College
Ron Werft - Cottage Health System
John Wigle - AGIA Insurance Services

After Fun in the Sun, 80% of Reading Plus users gained an average of
+2.0 reading grade levels, 7% of whom reached grade level reading.
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16th Annual Red Feather Ball
Honoring the 2012 Abercrombie Community Excellence Award Recipients
The 16th Annual Red Feather Ball transported the attendees to the
Piazza de Penna Rossa (Plaza of the Red Feather) for a magical evening in Venice, Italy.
They were seated to the wafting Italian tunes of Art Deco and His Symphony Orchestra.
Guests were amazed by the attention to detail that had them remembering their own
trips to Italy. One guest remarked, “I could scarcely believe I was in Fess Parker Hall.”

Ann Gursey, flew in from Colorado to host the evening’s festivities with her
professionalism and infectious personality. She started the evening off with a United
Way tribute to Katherine Abercrombie, 1915 – 2012 for all she has meant to the Red
Feather Ball since its inception in 1997.
The Red Feather Ball, United for Literacy Benefit supports Fun in the Sun and
Val & Bob Montgomery
Power Reading program scholarships. Each year we look forward to recognizing the
extraordinary contributions of an individual or couple and an organization. This year Bob & Val Montgomery
and Deckers Outdoor Corporation were the center of attention as they received their Abercrombie Community
Excellence Awards from Presenters and previous award winners, Lady Leslie Ridley-Tree and Ron Werft, CEO,
Cottage Health System.
Angel Martinez, Chairman, CEO and President of Deckers impressed and inspired the crowd with his personal
Horatio Alger story about being a youngster growing up in the South Bronx. He shared his memory of when he went
to his first camp on a scholarship; it was then he realized that people, some unknown, cared about him, and that made
a lasting impact on him.
Bob Montgomery spoke on behalf of the Montgomery Family, sharing his knowledge about how United Way of
Santa Barbara County has changed over the years to make a real impact with the programs that we reserach, design,
administrate and partner in. Their humility was highlighted by his words, “That Val and I will endeavor to live up to
this honor.”
We want to thank our Co-Chairs, Ed & Sue Birch and Barry & Jo Berkus for their help in launching such a successful
event. Since the event, our community is morning the loss of Barry, and we send our sincere sympathies to Jo and
their family. Thank you to all who made this the most successful Red Feather Ball ever!

Angel & Frankie Martinez
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Co-Chairs Ed & Sue Birch
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The Bixby Legacy
roSS BiXBy MoVed to Santa BarBara When he WaS 25 years of age and followed in his father’s footsteps
as he began a long and successful career in real estate. Like his father,
he was a smart businessman and made many successful investments.
Ross loved the beauty of the Santa Barbara’s ocean and mountains,
and enjoyed an active life. He was an avid sailor and he was an award
winning ballroom dancer. Ross understood the importance of giving
back to this community that gave so much to him, and in 1950 he made
a commitment to personally support United Way as an annual donor
and active volunteer. Ross encouraged others to get involved and
donate to United Way as he collected pledges from downtown Santa
Barbara merchants.

When asked, Ross said, “The reason I support United Way is because
of the support given to young people, teenagers as well as pre-school
children, getting them prepared for life.”

Judy Goodbody and Ross Bixby

In 1985, Ross’ parents, Earl and Constance Bixby left their legacy to the people of this community in the form
of a bequest to United Way. Their gift to United Way’s Endowment Fund continues to touch the lives of so many
Santa Barbara residents year after year, and because of their thoughtful planning Earl and Constance are honored in
perpetuity as Heritage Club members.
In 1992, Ross carried on the values that his family held so dear, and was inducted into the Heritage Club when he
notified us that he made provisions for United Way in his living trust. Ross celebrated his affiliation with United Way
and every year he looked forward to attending the Annual Heritage Club Appreciation Luncheon continued on page 6
Please complete and return this reply coupon
[ ] Please send me free literature about gift planning (check all applicable)
[ ] Gift Annuities [ ] Charitable Remainder Trust [ ] Gift of IRA or Retirement Plans
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[ ] I have already included United Way of Santa Barbara County in my estate plan.
Please tell me how I qualify as a member of the Heritage Club.
[ ] Please contact me about a free no-obligation personalized estate planning illustration.
Name:___________________________ Phone:_________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________
e-mail: ___________________________ Fax: ______________________
Mail this form in the enclosed return envelope, attention Judy Goodbody, CFRE, IAR, CRTP
Gift Planning Services Officer, or mail to: United Way of Santa Barbara County,
320 E. Gutierrez Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101-1736, or fax to 962-3461
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Community Based Financial Literacy Education
Helping Local Families achieve Financial Stability
Thousands of Santa Barbara’s low-income families are working 2-3 jobs just
to provide basic needs for their families on less than $21,000 a year. Often
times these families are faced with hard decisions to pay for basic needs like
food, prescriptions, or clothes. An emergency such as an auto repair can
financially devastate a family. United Way of Santa Barbara County’s Financial
Empowerment Partnership (FEP) is reaching out in a multi-prong approach to
help local Santa Barbara County families take control of their finances and build
long-term financial assets through
financial literacy education, savings
programs, and tax benefits.
The FEP Partnership achieves
high quality financial literacy education by providing support and referrals
to financial literacy education providers in the community and directly
educating consumers about critical financial matters. The focus includes
providing families the opportunity to learn the importance of saving for postsecondary education, retirement, and emergencies. The work is completed
in collaboration with several financial agencies and businesses in English and
Spanish throughout the county.

VITA clients filling out their tax preparations

This past year, the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program (VITA) prepared taxes for over 2,300 low-income families
who each earned less than $49,000 a year throughout Santa Barbara County. This program leverages the opportunity to let
low-income families know the financial literacy resources they have available to them in the Santa Barbara community.
For a complete and updated list of 2013 VITA sites, please visit: www.unitedwaysb.org/FEP

The Bixby Legacy
Continued from page 5

where we honor these visionary legacy donors.
Ross Bixby passed away on April 22, 2012 leaving to United Way of Santa Barbara County more than $1.6 million
dollars, the single largest gift ever received. The endowment that Ross leaves will provide continuous funding for
United Way’s literacy and education programs that will prepare Santa Barbara’s children for a brighter future, for
generations to come.
If you have made provisions in your estate plan to leave your legacy to United Way of Santa Barbara County,
please let us know so that we might have the opportunity to show our gratitude and to recognize you as a member
of the Heritage Club. Heritage Club members are honored in perpetuity with a permanent plaque on the Wall
of Honor in United Way’s main conference room and in the annual Thank You Report. Of course, if you wish to
remain anonymous, we protect your privacy. For more information please contact Judy Goodbody, CFRE, CTRP,
Gift Planning Services Office at 965-8591 ext.120 or email jgoodbody@untedwaysb.org or visit our website at www.
unitedwaysb.org/giftplanning
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Young Leader of the Year
Paciﬁc Coast 40 under 40 Award Dinner
on Monday, oCtoBer 15 Kelly Schon was honored

as United Way’s Young Leaders Society’s (YLS) “Young
Leader of the Year” during the Pacific Coast Business Times
“40 Under 40” award dinner at the Topa Tower Club in
Oxnard. This event honors up-and-coming leaders in the
Tri-Counties. Kelly was being recognized for her leadership
and service to the community.
Kelly is currently a Financial Reporting Manager at
Kaplan International. Her previous experience includes
senior staff accounting positions in both public firms and
private industry. Kelly became a licensed Certified Public
Accountant in 2007 and is a member of the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the American
Society of Women Accountants and the California Society
of Certified Public Accountants.

Award Winner Kelly Schon, Henry Dubroff, Executive Editor Pacific Coast
Business Times and Steve Ortiz, Director of Workplace Development
UWSBC

Kelly joined United Way’s Young Leader Society at their first meeting
in 2008. She has been involved in many of their activities and volunteer
opportunities such as: Career Mentorship, Day of Caring, and Fun in the
Sun. Since graduating from UC Santa Barbara in 2004, Kelly has actively
supported Kiva and the Red Cross. She has also volunteered and worked
with numerous local non-profits.
UWSBC acknowledges the contributions of our young professionals as
leaders in our community.

United We Bowl
Fundraiser Bowl-A-Thon for United We Read
Over 100 individuals participated in a challenge bowl-a-thon on
November 16, 2012 at Zodo’s Bowling & Beyond. This fun event was
filled with costumes, raffle prizes and of course bowling. Over $3,600 was
raised for United Way’s Young Leaders Society’s 4th Annual “United We
Read,” and other valuable community programs. Teams included Santa
Barbara Bank & Trust, Bank of America, CHASE, MacFarlane, Faletti &
Co, RightScale and many more.
“United We Read,” scheduled to take place on March 1st, 2013,
matches young professional volunteers with a class at local elementary
schools with the goal of engaging students to improve their enjoyment of
reading and reading ability. The young professionals read to the students
and donate books to the class or school’s library. The visit is also a great
opportunity for the students to learn about the young professional’s
career and education.
To learn, more visit www.unitedwelead.org

2012 YLS
Executive Committee:
Chair:
Amber Ortiz
Santa Barbara Bank & Trust
General Members:
Eric Bravo
Edward Jones
David Duarte
MacFarlane, Faletti & Co.
Lee Foster
Santa Barbara Bank & Trust
Aaron Gilles
Village Properties
Alex Koper
Bank of America
Steve Ortiz
United Way of
Santa Barbara County
Kerstin Padilla
United Way of
Santa Barbara County
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