











Flower Empower
coordinator
Valerie Banks
and Kate
Coppola (photo
by Kelly Sweda)

The floral fete also honored spon-
sors Tim and Diane Brown, George
and Lisa Hagerman, Geoffrey Rusack
and Alison Wrigley, Bob Fuladi, and
Nissrin Mahmoud, as well as Yoze
Van Wingerden, grower of the year,
Jay and Jan Anderson, volunteers
of the year, and youth volunteer
Delaney Werner.

Among the tony torrent of guests
were Randy and Roxana Solakian,
Corinna Gordon, Doreen Ladin,
Michelle Ebbins, Justine Roddick,
Darren Osti, and Jodi Fishman-Osti.

He’s Bax!

Santa Barbara Chamber Orchestra
wrapped up its 37th season at the
Lobero with popular Italian pianist
Alessio Bax performing Beethoven's
Emperor concerto No. 5 in E-flat
major.

Bax, who has appeared as a solo-
ist with more than 100 orchestras,
including the London and Royal phil-
harmonics, the Dallas and Houston
symphonies, the St Petersburg Phil
and the City of Birmingham sympho-
ny with Sir Simon Rattle, was at the
top of his form opening the concert
after conductor Heiichiro Ohyama
flip-flopped the program to make it
top the entertaining show.

Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 5 in
D minor, Reformation, wrapped the
performance.

Two days later, orchestra execu-
tive director Kevin Marvin hosted a
reception at the University Club to
showcase what's in store for the 38th
season with venues including the ven-
erable Lobero, as well as the Museum
of Natural History’s Fleischmann
Auditorium, Montecito’s All Saints
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by-the-Sea, and the University Club.

“We wanted to create more intimate
events at historically significant loca-
tions to enhance the musical expe-
rience for our audience,” explains
Kevin. “It's new and exciting pro-
gramming.”

United They Stand

United Way of Santa Barbara
County’s 93rd annual awards celebra-
tion at the Biltmore’s Loggia Ballroom
was a bittersweet moment for pres-
ident and CEO Paul Didier, who is
retiring after 40 years at the helm of
the organization.

When he joined in 1975, United
Way provided funds for 112 charities
and groups, and now supports 2,100,

both financially and with parallel pro-
grams such as Fun in the Sun and
United for Literacy.

Didier, who leaves his job in
February, says: “From the board, to
donors, I've been blessed. I get to rub
shoulders with the captains of indus-
try and ask them for money for their
own community.”

Radio host Catherine Remak was
mistress of ceremonies at the bash,
which handed out dozens of awards
to various individuals and organiza-
tions, including Montecito twosome
Jim and Stephanie Sokolove for out-
standing philanthropy, longtime sup-
porters James and Joyce Tamborello
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for outstanding volunteer work, Arlen
and Karen Knight as legacy support-
ers of the year, and David Duarte as
young leader of the year.

“It's always quite a night,” adds
Didier, who has worked more than
60 hours a week for four decades. He
now plans to take six months off in
due course.

W SV

Santa Barbara Museum of Art held
its first Atelier event of the year,
attracting 400 revelers to the tony
State Street institution, where flow-
ers reigned supreme, courtesy of our
Eden by the Beach’s garden club.

“It was a crowd for all ages enjoying
the museum’s wonderful surround-
ings,” says spokeswoman Katrina
Carl.

Among the guests were director
Larry Feinberg and his wife, Starr
Siegele, Diana Sullivan, Amanda
McIntyre, Gwen Baker, John
Schlosser, and Helene Segal.

A fun-filled night.

Guests are enthralled by power-packed Punjabi-style finale by UCSB Indian Dance group

Bottoms up

Santa Barbara actor Joseph Bottoms
shone brightly in Steven Dietz’s
Yankee Tavern at the Center Stage
Theater.

Directed by the Granada’s former
executive director Peter Frisch, the
play is set in a 2006 New York dive
bar run by a young couple, played
by Hayley O’Connor and Charlie
Rohlfs, marketing director for the

Ensemble Theatre, with veteran local
actor Bill Egan as the mysterious
stranger in their midst.

The Production Unit play is a mix
of thriller, romance, and comedy, with
the tragedy of 9-11 as its main theme.

Well worth a visit.

Head of the Class

UNICO National, the largest Italian
American service organization in
America, hosted its annual schol-
arship awards at the Coral Casino,
handing out checks to worthy high
school students moving on to college.

Daniel DiLoreto Dominguez,
who is heading to the University
of Connecticut from Bishop Garcia
Diego High School, won the Brian
Piccolo Award, while Stone Rochell,
who is off to Tulane after graduating
from Santa Barbara High, collected
the Renaissance prize.

Other winners included Chloe

Wells from Dos Pueblos who is off to
Point Loma Nazarene in San Diego,
and Nancy Jean Orso, also from SB
High, who is attending Berkeley.

President James Barbabella handed
out the awards.

Crazy Ray with Palmer
and Adam in the
background (photo by
Janelle Odair)

Rest in Peace

On a personal note, I remember
Morley Safer, the urbane presenter
on the CBS show 60 Minutes, who has
died at the age of 84.

Safer, an art lover and raconteur,
first introduced himself when I was
an editor on New York Magazine’s
Intelligencer column in the ‘80s and
called out of the blue complaining
bitterly about Metromedia tycoon
John Kluge’s penthouse atop his
headquarters — which later helmed
Rupert Murdoch’s Fox TV network
— blocking sunlight to his town-
house garden on Manhattan’s Upper
Eastside.

Then, after becoming a regular
on The Joan Rivers Show and Geraldo
Rivera, taped at the CBS studios on
West 57th Street, a tiara’s toss from the
Hudson River, I would see him often,
as the 60 Minutes production office
was just across the street.

Safer’s 46-year tenure on 60 Minutes
followed years of war reporting for the
network, particularly from Vietnam.

A true broadcasting great.

Sightings: Welsh warbler Tom
Jones noshing at the Coral Casino...
New resident and Oscar winner
Gwyneth Paltrow at the Cos Bar on
Coast Village Road....Diminutive actor
Danny DeVito at UCSB

Pip! Pip!

Readers with tips, sightings and
other amusing items for Richard’s col-
umn should email him at richardmin-
eards@verizon.net or send invitations
or other correspondence to the Journal.

To reach Priscilla, email her at pris-
cilla@santabarbaraseen.com or call
969-3301. 81174

93108 OPEN HOUSE DIRECTORY

SUNDAY MAY 29

If you have a 93108 open house scheduled, please send us your free directory listing to realestate@montecitojournal.net

ADDRESS TIME $ #BD /#BA AGENT NAME TELEPHONE # COMPANY

1850 Jelinda Drive 2-4pm $7,750,000 5bd/7ba Kelly Mahan 208-1451 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
1525 Las Tunas Road 1-4pm $6,695,000 5bd/6.5ba Andrew Templeton 895-6029 Coldwell Banker

1250 Pepper Lane 1-4pm $5,995,000 4bd/4ba Laura Collector 451-2306 Sotheby’s International Realty

745 Lilac Drive 2-4pm $5,895,000 4bd/4.5ba Nigel Copley 455-4419 Sotheby’s International Realty
1988 East Valley Road By Appt. $5,695,000 3bd/5ba Kathy Marvin 450-4792 Coldwell Banker

1987 Birnam Wood Drive By Appt. $5,495,000 4bd/6.5ba Patricia Griffin 805-705-5133 Village Properties

2332 Bella Vista Drive 1-4pm $4,595,000 3bd/4ba Frank Abatemarco 450-7477 Sotheby’s International Realty

187 East Mountain Drive By Appt. $3,950,000 4bd/5.5ba Frank Abatemarco 450-7477 Sotheby’s International Realty

720 Ladera Lane 1-4pm $3,785,000 5bd/4.5ba Brian King 452-0471 Village Properties

754 Winding Creek Lane 2-4pm $3,495,000 4bd/3.5ba Mary Whitney 689-0915 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
595 Freehaven Drive 1-3pm $3,475,000 7bd/5.5ba John Comin 689-3078 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
193 East Mountain Drive 1-3pm $3,195,000 3bd/5ba Wade Hansen 689-9682 Sotheby’s International Realty

82 Humphrey Road 2-4pm $2,995,000 1bd/3ba Jennifer Johnson 455-4300 Sotheby’s International Realty
1122 Camino Viejo 1-4pm $2,995,000 3bd/3.5ba Susan Jordano 680-9060 Village Properties

216 Ortega Ridge Road 1-4pm $2,950,000 4bd/4ba Mark MacGillvray 886-7097 Coldwell Banker

1781 San Leandro Avenue 12-3pm $2,695,000 4bd/4ba Eric Stockmann 890-0789 Coldwell Banker

298 East Mountain Drive 1-4pm $2,450,000 5bd/4.5ba Daniela Johnson 453-4555 Sotheby’s International Realty
2727 East Valley Road 1-3pm $1,875,000 4bd/3ba Todd Bollinger 220-8808 Coldwell Banker

1295 Spring Road 1-4pm $1,750,000 3bd/3ba Barbara Savage 455-1933 Village Properties

690 Chelham Way 2-4pm $1,695,000 4bd/2ba The Stricklands 455-3226 Sotheby’s International Realty

62 Olive Mill Road 10-4:30pm $1,339,000 3bd/2.5ba Joe Stubbins 729-0778 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
1220 Coast Village Road #110 11-3pm $999,000 3bd/2ba Carolyn Wood Friedman 886-3838 Sotheby’s International Realty
1032 Fairway Drive 1-4pm $990,000 2bd/2ba Bonnie Jo Danely 689-1818 Coldwell Banker

1220 Coast Village Road #212 1-4pm $827,000 2bd/2ba Colette Consentino 570-9863 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
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There are moments, above all on June evenings, when the lakes that hold our moons are sucked into the earth. — Charles Morgan



