
In 2010, United Way of Santa Barbara 

County set out to determine what 

accomplishments the people of our 

county most wanted to see take place 

in the years ahead.

We spoke with 300 organizations and 

more than 6,000 people—rich, poor, 

black, white, and brown—asking about 

their hopes and dreams for our 

community’s future. We wanted to know 

how they felt the quality of life could be 

improved for everyone who lives here. 

The same aspirations came up time 

and time again, regardless of who was 

asked. They were for advances in 

Education, Financial Stability, 

and Health & Wellness.

We listened to what the people of 

Santa Barbara County said, and put 

plans in motion to realize their hopes 

before the end of this decade.

Education

Financial Stability

Health & Wellness

By 2020, we will increase on-time high 
school graduation rates by 50%…

We will increase students reading at grade 
level by 50% in every grade…

We will increase the number of life-long 
learning activities for seniors by 30%.

By 2020, we will increase the number of 
lower income families who are fi nancially 
stable by 50%.

By 2020, we will increase the number of 
county residents who receive preventative 
care and avoid risky behavior by 30%…

We will increase the number of seniors who 
stay independent and live safely in their own 
homes for as long as possible.
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United Way Makes 
a Real Difference for 
the People of Santa 

Barbara County
United Way of Santa Barbara County 

goes far beyond the traditional role of 

funding non-profi t organizations. We 

take an active part in assessing local 

needs and craft innovative solutions to 

address them. Then, acting as a catalyst, 

we forge powerful partnerships to realize 

our goals. The issues we tackle are often 

too big and complex to be taken on by 

any single agency or organization.

This hands-on approach has been very 

successful. Many of our local projects 

have been recognized nationally for 

achieving outstanding results.

Our United 
for Literacy 
Project 
incorporates 
an internet-
based reading 
improvement 
tool we’ve 
made available 
to local 
schools. It 
uses advanced 

technology to create customized silent-reading 
lessons for every student, encouraging them to 
proceed at their own pace and providing constant 
feedback. The results have been impressive. On 
average, students improve by at least two reading 
grade levels in a single semester. Teachers tell us 
this sort of progress is remarkable.

We also sponsor a program that 
helps parents provide rich early-

learning opportunities to kids 
under fi ve. A companion 

program places brand 
new books in the 

homes of low-
income children 
from infancy 
until they start 
kindergarten.

We give local 
low-income 
families the 
tools they 
need to boost 
income, build 
savings, and 
gain assets. 
Many have 
never fi led 
a tax return, 
have nothing 

put away for emergencies, and don’t have a bank 
account. These are hard-working people who 
could be devastated by something as small as an 
unexpected auto repair. That’s why we partnered 
with local banks to hold regular fi nancial literary 
classes, create custom bank accounts with 
low minimum balances, and provide fi nancial 
counseling services.

We also train IRS-certifi ed volunteers and 
students to assist them with fi ling taxes. Every 
year thousands of participating families receive a 
refund averaging over $1,500.

To improve the 
health of the 
most vulnerable 
members of our 
community, we 
brokered a deal 
with a private 
company to get 
prescription 
discount cards 
issued to county 
residents. Then 
we got nearly 

every pharmacy in the county to honor the cards, 
and enlisted the aid of over 20 local non-profi ts to 
get them into the hands of those in need.

The program has been a huge success. Partici-
pants receive an average discount of 49% on 
prescriptions and health services, making it 
possible for many to have the medications and 
treatment they need. That keeps chronic condi-
tions from becoming serious, improves the quality 
of people’s lives, and reduces the strain on public 
assistance and emergency services…and that’s 
good medicine for all of us!

Thousands of 
Kids Are Now 
Reading Better

Local Families 
Get Millions in 
Tax Refunds

Low-Income 
Families Pay 
Less for their 
Prescriptions

We’ve already made signifi cant 

progress toward the ambitious goals 

we set for the year 2020, but we need 

your help to achieve them. Remember, 

everything you contribute to United 

Way of Santa Barbara County stays 

right here, and gets put to work 

helping your neighbors.
find out more at

www.unitedwaysb.org/literacy
find out more at

www.unitedwaysb.org/financialstability
find out more at

www.unitedwaysb.org/health

EDUCATION FINANCIAL  STABILITY HEALTH & WELLNESS


