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United We Improve Literacy

Carpinteria High School Award Winners

s another school year comes to an end, United
Way’s community partners are excited to report
the results and successes of the United for Literary
(UFL) initiative and what is still to come in the
upcoming months!

A

On June 2 United Way of Santa Barbara County
awarded several hard working Carpinteria High
School students incentive awards for their
participation in the Reading Plus program. Students
were awarded tickets according to the number of
reading levels they were able to advance during the
school year. Carpinteria High School chose to
implement Reading Plus for its 10th grade class
during the 2010-2011 school year. The 189 students
who participated showed an average improvement
of +3.5 grade levels. Breaking this number down
even further, the 76% of students who completed
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the recommended number of
sessions showed gains of +4.4
grade levels.
Our community partners
congratulate Principal, Gerardo
Cornejo and his team, led by teacher Erin Hansen
and especially the students for all of their hard
work. Mr. Cornejo shared that the percentage of
10th graders who succeeded in passing the
California High School Exit Examination, this year,
also increased to its highest level ever. Not only is
Reading Plus helping students improve their reading
levels, but it is also helping them graduate high
school on time!
The Hope School District comprised of Monte
Vista, Vieja Valley and Hope Elementary schools
participated in a Reading Plus pilot which began in
mid January and continued up through California
Standard Test testing time. Each school
implemented a pilot class and included their
Reading Specialists who focused on 3rd- 6th grade
students who wanted or needed extra reading
assistance. At the end of their pilot, forty-two of the
...continued on page 2
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United for Literacy, continued from page 1

fifty-three 6th graders who participated were reading at a 6th grade level and
above. This number also included one 6th grader who was reading at a 12th grade
level and another one who was at a 10th grade level at the end of the pilot. The
students showed an average gain over the pilot period of +3.25 grade levels.
As a result of these impressive results, United Way and the Hope School District
are partnering this summer for a Virtual Summer School with Reading Plus.
Incoming third thru sixth grade students and their parents will participate as
student/parent teams throughout the summer to improve or enhance their reading
skills. Incentive prizes will be awarded at each school at assemblies in September
for the student and for the parent/student team who completes the minimum
number of sessions. To date, we currently have 250 students AND parents enrolled
for the Virtual Summer School program.
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s an educationally focused organization, United Way is pursuing community
driven 10-year education goals that aim to increase the graduation rate of
Santa Barbara County students by 50% and increase the number of students
reading at or above grade level in every grade by 50%. In order to learn more
about state and national best practices United Way staff and local community
leaders attended the March 2011 United Way Education Summit in Los Angeles
and in April 2011 explored a 21st Century School in Watts near Los Angeles.

A

On March 22, 2011, the United Way Education Summit brought together 1,200
stakeholders from communities throughout California. Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, Los Angeles Unified School District Superintendent Dr. John Deasy,
and other community leaders shared their thoughts about education reform and
transformation at the event. The keynote address was given by Arne Duncan,
United States Secretary of Education.
Two breakout discussions featuring panels of community leaders were held. One
focused on how teachers are currently supported and evaluated and the other
focused on what it means to be a strong leader in a school setting. Each panel
included a variety of educators, business leaders, and civic leaders.
“One of the insights that really encouraged our group was the recognition of
technology’s role in the 21st century classroom,” said Paul Didier. “Our newest
initiative, United for Literacy, features two major components that revolve around
technology, Reading Plus and bornlearning. The summit really reinforced some of
the research that United Way identified
locally prior to hearing the input of these
community leaders.”
On April 25, 2011, United Way staff and
a group of local Santa Barbara community
leaders and educators had the opportunity
to visit and research College Ready
Academy High School #11 in Watts, CA.
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Fun in the Sun 2011
his summer, United Way
of Santa Barbara County’s
(UWSBC) Fun in the Sun program
(FITS) reaches its fifteenth year
of creating long-range academic,
social, and personal improvements
with low income children and families in Santa
Barbara County. FITS is scheduled to begin on
Monday, June 20 and will run for seven weeks,
Monday through Friday, 8am-5pm. This summer
the program will take place in 5 sites between
Carpinteria and Guadalupe: Girls Inc. of Carpinteria
Carpinteria, La Cumbre Jr. High School, Franklin
Elementary School, Devereux School in Goleta,
and the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center.

T

United Way hopes to improve on its positive results
of last summer, which achieved two national
recognitions, including a Top Ten Finalist as
“Summer Learning Loss Program of the Year.”

new and exciting partnership
with the Santa Barbara Education
Office. FITS participants will be
able to improve their reading
(through the Reading Plus
program), writing, math, and
science skills during summer 2011 and will return to
school in Fall 2011 with a greater knowledge base
than when they left school during May 2011.
FITS-Summer of Service (FITS-SOS) will also
be making its mark this summer with student-led
projects that will provide much-needed
environmental awareness and disaster preparedness
services throughout the local community. In
addition, FITS-SOS encourages youth (incoming 6th
to 9th graders) to become more civically engaged
and it exposes them to future career opportunities
and possibilities.

FITS will be delivering a variety of its interrelated
educational and enrichment services to more than
200 underserved and at-risk children and youth
throughout Santa Barbara County. In addition, FITS
2011 will provide parent education opportunities/
workshops for over 300 parents of FITS participants
as well as connections and referrals to local social
service programs.

A new partnership with the UCSB Coastal Fund
and the FITS-SOS program will result in a studentled project for the Goleta site that will be geared
towards enhancing, protecting, and preserving the
surrounding UCSB shoreline areas. All FITS-SOS
2011 participants will have the opportunity to
create a video of their service-learning projects this
summer and share their research, results, and
findings to the Santa Barbara County community.

New for FITS 2011 will be a focus on a science,
technology, engineering, and math (i.e. “STEM”)
component which will be made possible through a

We look forward to sharing the outcomes
and successes of FITS and FITS-SOS 2011 with
the community.

Community Impact Goal...continued from page 2

College Ready Academy’s hybrid learning model has not only resulted in the fastest turn around for a lowperforming school in California, but its implementation of a 21st technological model utilizes technology to
advance students’ education while exposing students to the ever-evolving world of technology.
The visit to College Ready Academy High School #11 helped surface new concepts that have the
potential to be integrated within our community’s existing systems and practices to help improve Santa
Barbara County children and youth education.
United Way is committed to improving education in the Santa Barbara County community for the next
ten years. To do this, United Way will continue to explore innovative ways that can help our community’s
children and youth achieve success. Currently, United for Literacy utilizes a variety of innovative tools,
including a web-based accelerated reading improvement program called Reading Plus. Reading Plus is
currently being used by more than 1000 students at over 20 local Santa Barbara County schools and
community organizations. To learn more please visit unitedforliteracysbc.org.
www.partnershipsb.org
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Steve Cushman and Janet Garufis
Lead the 2011-2012 Community Campaign
e are happy to announce that Steve Cushman,
President of the Santa Barbara Region
Chamber of Commerce and Janet Garufis, President
and Chief Executive Officer of Montecito Bank &
Trust have joined together once again to lead
United Way of Santa Barbara County’s Community
Campaign. Last year, this dynamic duo recruited 40
volunteer members dubbed “The Fabulous 40” to
assist in the growth of the Community Campaign.
With over 300 calls made, this group
confirmed 17 new workplace
campaigns, 12 new Executive Club
Members, 6 new corporate gifts, and
hundreds of volunteers for Fun in the
Sun and Day of Caring.

W

Mr. Cushman will assume the role
of Chair for the 2011-2012
Community Campaign and Ms. Garufis will serve
as the Deputy Chair. Their main role is to provide
leadership, direction, and support to the Campaign
Cabinet to ensure a successful campaign.

Steve Cushman

Steve Cushman has served as President of the
Santa Barbara Region Chamber of Commerce for
the last 20 years. The Chamber is the oldest and
largest business organization in the Tri-Counties.

SAVE THE DATE!

Steve has worked in private enterprise,
government, universities, museums, and the nonprofit sector. He has raised more than $60 million
for non-profit organizations in San Diego, Los
Angeles, and Santa Barbara. He has also developed
and operated commercial enterprises,
including a health club, bookstore,
and the Santa Barbara City Store.
Steve graduated from UCSB in 1968.
He is married to Sheila Cushman,
director of the Children’s Museum of
Santa Barbara.
Janet Garufis

Janet Garufis joined Montecito Bank
& Trust in 2004 and became the bank’s president
and chief executive officer in September, 2006.
Garufis began her banking career over 30 years ago
with Security Pacific Bank, (now Bank of America),
with experience in retail banking, business banking,
commercial banking and private banking. She is a
graduate of the Pacific Coast Banking School at the
University of Washington.
Ms. Garufis has been recognized with many
awards and honors for her work in the non-profit
community and has been recently honored by the
Santa Barbara Chamber of Commerce as
Businesswoman of the Year 2010.

This year’s 15th Annual Abercrombie Community Excellence
Award recipients are Mario & David Borgatello and Marborg
Industries and Eric, Ron & Marlys Boehm and ABC-CLIO for their
combined contributions to the community of over 125 years of service
and philanthropy.
The presentation will occur during this special “local family & business”
production of the 15th Annual Red Feather Ball on Saturday, October 22,
2011 at Fess Parker’s Double Tree Resort. This benefit supports United
Way’s United for Literacy and Fun in the Sun programs that benefit the
children and their families of Santa Barbara County. Follow us on our
Facebook page facebook.com/pages/2011-Red-Feather-BallUnited-Way-of-Santa-Barbara-County for the most update
information and previews of our online auction items.

HONORING:
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society & Leadership Circle News
he 18th Annual Alexis de Tocqueville Society-Leadership Circle
Reception was held on the grounds of the beautiful Montecito
estate of United Way Board member, Bob Montgomery and wife, Val.
The wind that had been coming up every evening the week of May
19th held off for the over 70 valued supporters who came to enjoy
wine and hors d’oeuvres and hear a short update of United Way
efforts to meet community educational and financial literacy goals.

T

Patrons enjoyed wines donated by Bridlewood Estate Winery.
Justin Anderson of AmeriFlex Financial Services attended in
President, Tom Goodson’s absence and was appreciated by the
crowd for their event sponsorship.
Leadership Circle Committee Chair,
David A. Prichard, of Bank of America
acknowledged the members of the
Leadership Committee in attendance for
their efforts on behalf of United Way. They
were Steve Byrd, Amber Ortiz and Ken
Stokes. Also attending were United Way
Board members, Lance Connor and wife
Nancy Werner, Diane Doiron, Joe
Holland, Mike Noling and wife Betty, Ron
Werft and wife Mary, and incoming board
Chairman, John Hanna and his wife Susan.

Leadership Chair, David Prichard
making introductions

To all that attended and to all that didn’t
— THANK YOU FOR ANOTHER YEAR
OF SUPPORT! Alexis de Tocqueville and
Leadership Circle members from home
and workplace
contributed 34%
of the 2010 Annual
Campaign total
of $2,002,477.
We couldn’t do
it without you!

Diane Giles with Bob & Pat Fulmer

www.partnershipsb.org

Hosts, Bob & Val Montgomery

TJ and Bill Locker enjoying the
evening

Chris and Barbara Hill

www.unitedwaysb.org
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YLS – Young Leaders Society
wo years ago, United Way of Santa Barbara
County launched its Young Leaders Society to
provide community involvement, personal
development, and network opportunities for young
professionals under the age of 40. The founding
members had a vision to grow beyond the typical
young social group model to truly make a difference
in the local community. This is why Young Leaders
Society (YLS) adopted United Way’s priorities to help
children, families & seniors with a focus on
education, income and health.

T

YLS members not only become involved with
various United Way and community partnerships
like Fun in the Sun and Day of Caring, they also
plan and execute their own programs like “United
We Read” to help boost literacy skills and the
enjoyment of reading in elementary school children
and “United We Bowl” to fund such programs.

Natalie Aceves, Lee Foster, Kelly Zajak, Branko Djapic, James Walker

Through United Way’s network, members also
gain the opportunity to meet like-minded civic and
business leaders and become acquainted with Santa
Barbara’s prominent philanthropists during
workshops and social events. During their second
year, YLS held six professional development events
that focused on topics such as leadership, finance and
Investing, the green economy and networking.

Although our primary focus is professional
development, time is designated for social interaction
at every event.
After the two-year anniversary party held at
Fess Parker Doubletree Resort on June 15th, 2011
the YLS Executive Committee has begun planning
year three and the future of the Society. The growing
membership, which has doubled since its inception,
can expect more exciting volunteer opportunities and
professional development events that will continue to
build the young leaders in our community.
To learn more please visit our website at
www.unitedwelead.org.

88th Annual Awards
nited Way of Santa Barbara County hosted its 88th Annual Awards
Celebration at the Four Seasons Biltmore Hotel in Montecito, on May
2, 2011. Janet Garufis, President and CEO of Montecito Bank & Trust and
United Way’s Campaign Chair, presented the evening’s awards assisted by
mistress of ceremonies Debby Davison, and others.

U

Special appreciation was given to Joe Holland, a long-time volunteer
of United Way who has served in the allocations committee, Board of
Directors and other community impact roles and committees for more than Scott McGolpin and Paul Didier
12 years; AGIA Insurance Services for their employee and corporate contributions and involvement in
volunteer activities; and to Santa Barbara Bank & Trust for their continued outstanding employee &
corporate participation in helping United Way reach the community driven 10-year goals.
A total of 29 awards were given to local volunteers, as well as businesses, schools, organizations and
the individuals that lead them for their outstanding support of United Way of Santa Barbara County
and its numerous programs.
www.partnershipsb.org
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Heritage Club Members Celebrate Their United Way Legacy
ach year United Way honors the members of
the Heritage Club with a special gathering,
and this year the 26th Annual Heritage Club
Appreciation Luncheon took place at the Santa
Barbara Museum of Art. On Wednesday, June 1,
twenty-seven Heritage Club members and their
guests enjoyed an intimate luncheon and the
company of like-minded philanthropists, at the
Museum Cafe.

E

Paul Didier, United
Way’s President and CEO
spoke about United Way’s
successes and how
important the endowment
is to the future of this
community. After the
luncheon, attendees were
treated to a special docent
guided tour of the
museum. We want to
Paul and Bobbi Didier
thank the Boehm
Biography Group for generously sponsoring
this event.
The Heritage Club was established in 1982 to
honor those forward-thinking individuals who
have made provisions to leave their legacy to
this community as part of their overall estate
plan. Through wisely planned gifts, they have
extended their United Way support for
generations to
come. Their
gifts come in
many forms,
including
Charitable
Remainder
Trusts, Gift
Annuities,
Donor Advised
Funds, Pooled
Income Funds,
Maylene Cook, Diane Doiron, and Bill Cook

www.partnershipsb.org

Jeff, Steve, and Eric Boehm of the Boehm Biography Group

Bequests, and gifts of Retirement Accounts or
Life Insurance Policies. Heritage Club members
are recognized on the Wall of Honor which is
located in the main conference room of the
Stuart Taylor Community Center.
United Way’s Endowment and Gift Planning
Services Program, under the guidance of a
premier group of volunteer
estate and financial
planning professionals,
offers a variety of
techniques which are
individually tailored to
meet the philanthropic
desires of our donors.
These gifts are invested in
at least one of six
Mike and Jennifer Bergquist
Endowment Funds, which
provide a solid foundation of perpetual support
for United Way of Santa Barbara County.
To learn more about becoming a
Heritage Club member please contact
Judy Goodbody, CFRE, CTRP, Gift Planning
Services Officer at 965-8591 ext.120, or email
jgoodbody@unitedwaysb.org. Visit our website
at www.unitedwaysb.org/giftplanning, and
check out our new Wills Planner.

www.unitedwaysb.org
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Editor’s Note: The most recently released figures from the IRS show even more impressive results: 2,161 families helped and
$4.1 million in refunds to low income taxpayers of Santa Barbara County!

Please remember United Way of Santa Barbara County in your will or estate plans and tell us when you do.
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